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Masood’s Son, Brother Held In Crackdown
Continued from page 3
escalation. The remarks were
made by Asif Ghafoor, the Director General of Pakistan Army’s
media wing Inter-Services Public
Relations (ISPR), to CNN.
Tensions between the two
neighbours heightened following
the February 14 Kashmir suicide
bombing that killed 40 CRPF
troopers which was claimed by
the Jaish-e-Mohammed (JeM).
India retaliated by bombing
JeM’s biggest training camp in
Balakot, Pakistan.
He added that troops had been
increased on the border with India “because it is natural as part
of military planning. When the
situation gets hot there are safeguards. Those safeguards are in
place on both sides”.
In another develpoment, a
dossier submitted by India lacks
“concrete evidence” linking Pakistan with the suicide bombing, Islamabad said on Tuesday
Pakistan, however, arrested
the brother and son of JeM chief
Maulana Masood Azhar and 42
others as part of a crackdown on
Islamist groups following intense
diplomatic pressure.
The brother, Mufti Abdur Rauf,

Indians shout slogans as they celebrate reports of Indian aircraft
bombing Pakistan territory, in New Delhi, India
(AP Photo/Altaf Qadri)
and Hammad Azhar, a son of the tioned in the dossier.
now reportedly ailing Jaish-e“If we have to take over any
Mohammed (JeM) chief, were (organization’s) assets, we will
among those whose names were do so. Assets can be taken over of
mentioned in the dossier In- organisations already declared as
dia handed over to Pakistan last proscribed, under the Anti Terrorweek, Minister of State for Inte- ism Act, 1997. “If we obtain any
rior Shehryar Khan Afridi said.
further evidence or if we have to
But Interior Ministry Secretary investigate any organisation, the
Azam Suleman Khan quickly government can take any organadded: “It does not mean that ac- isation into custody at any time.”
tion is being taken against only
The crackdown came a day
those individuals who are men- after the Pakistan government

issued an order to streamline a
process for the implementation
of sanctions against individuals
and entities of all banned outits
as designated by the UN Security
Council “In the irst phase of our
action we have taken 44 people
into protective custody. We won’t
let anyone use Pakistani soil
against anyone so that no force
can intervene in Pakistan’s domestic issues,” Afridi said.
The government also froze
bank accounts and assets of the
organisations banned by UN.
In New Delhi, Conlicting reports about the extent of damage caused by the bombing has
emeged with a foreign news
agency claiming that it has evidence of no damage to the JeM
facility. India rejected the report
as some opposition parties also
raised doubt with Union ministers blasting them for challenging
the valour of armed forces.
A news channel reported that
80 per cent of the bombs hit the
target. Another report said IAF
proof includes high resolution
satellite images and images produced by Synthetic Aperture Radar (SAR) establishing the lethality of the strike.

Tories Have Already Raised Over $604,000 In 2019
Continued from page 3
The dinner comes after Ford’s
government changed fundraising
rules to allow the premier and
cabinet ministers to attend such
events, something the previous
Liberal regime banned in 2017.
The Tories announced in November that they were also raising the fundraising limits for individual donors from $1,222 to
$1,600 and phasing out taxpayerfunded subsidies to parties.
The Liberals had altered party
fundraising rules to ban corporate and union donations and bar
legislators from attending fundraisers. The ban on corporate and
union donations remains in place.
According to the latest igures
available from Elections Ontario,

Ontario PC Party Leader Doug Ford delivers remark at the
2019 Toronto Leader’s Dinner at the Toronto Congress Centre
on Februray 27. Pic: Twitter
the Tories are far ahead of their two months of 2019, Ford’s party
opposition rivals when it comes has raised just over $604,000.
to fundraising this year. In the irst The New Democrats raised over

$30,000, the Ontario Liberal Party raised $20,000, and the Green
Party raised over $13,000.
NDP Leader Andrea Horwath
said events like Wednesday’s gala
are what made people angry about
the fundraising system before the
Liberals changed the rules. “It
says to the rest of Ontario, ‘we’re
not going to pay attention to you,
we’re not going to listen to you,
we don’t care about you unless
you can give us money to help
our political party,’’ she said.
Green party Leader Mike Schreiner said the gala is a return to
cash-for-access events.
“When big money gets a hold
on Ontario politics it’s bad for
democracy and it (doesn’t) make
people feel like government is
there for everyone,’’ he said.
Interim Liberal leader John
Fraser said the public must have
conidence that the people who
purchase tickets to the gala do not
have undue inluence on the government. “They’re a new government and $1,250 a ticket is a lot
of money, it’s too rich,’’ he said.
“Maybe for going to fundraisers
it should be a different limit. I
think people have a genuine concern that certain people get ... access.’’

One Killed In
Jammu Attack;
Militant Held
JAMMU: A 17-year-old youth
was killed and some 30 others
were injured on Thursday when
a grenade lung by a militant exploded under a parked passenger
bus at Jammu’s main bus stand.
The attacker was arrested within
hours.
Jammu and Kashmir Director
General of Police Dilbag Singh
told reporters that the police had
arrested Yasir Javaid Bhat alias
Arhaan of Kulgam district in the
Kashmir Valley on charges of
throwing the grenade.
Yasir Bhat was said to be
aligned with the Hizbul Mujahideen outit.
The thunderous explosion occurred around 11.50 a.m. when
the General Bus Stand, as it is
known, was teeming with people.
Inspector General of Police
Manish Kumar Sinha said the
grenade rolled under the parked
bus that was headed to Uttarakhand. The blast also injured
passengers in a nearby bus which
was set to leave for Amritsar in
Punjab.
Sinha said the dead was identiied as a 17-year-old male from
Uttarakhand. “Four others have
suffered critical injuries,” the
oficer said. Witnesses said they
irst thought the explosion was
probably a tyre burst.

