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2018 MINI Countryman JCW ALL4
By Nauman Farooq
MINI’s are fun to drive, they
are all nimble around bends,
and have decent get-up-and-go!
However, the best MINI’s are the
ones carrying the JCW badge,
and that is what we’re looking at
in this issue.
Back in the 1960’s John Cooper started modifying the original Austin Mini, and made them
faster. These little cars were so
fast, they would destroy larger,
much more powerful vehicles in
the world of motorsports.
When BMW bought the rights
to MINI, and started producing a
new version of the iconic city car,
it was John Cooper’s son who
started offering go-fast bits for
the new MINI.
BMW was so impressed, they
bought the operation, and started offering John Cooper Works
(JCW) versions right off the fac-

tory loor. So, think of the ‘JCW’
models under MINI, similar to
‘M’ models for BMW.
We have featured JCW models

on these pages in the past, and
since now there is a new one, it
was a good excuse to borrow another one! This latest JCW offer-

ing is based on the new Countryman model, which went on sale
just over a year ago. Let’s check
it out in detail!
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Styling: The JCW version of
the Countryman can be distinguished from its lesser models,
thanks to some bespoke alloy
wheels, different bumpers, and
not much else. It is a restraint upgrade on style, and I think it looks
great – and not at all overdone!
Interior: The interior is pretty much identical to any other
Countryman model, and while
that is not a bad thing, I wish it
had sport seats like the ones you
get in the three-door Cooper JCW
and the Clubman JCW model.
So, while the Countryman JCW
offers a comfortable cabin, I wish
it offered more style. The Countryman JCW is also decently well
equipped, with the only feature I
wish it -and every other MINIhad, is a heated steering wheel.
A really cool feature, open the
tail gate, lift the cargo loor, and
a seat pops out, so you can sit on
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