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2018 Ininiti Q50 Red Sport
By Nauman Farooq
When Ininiti irst launched
the Q50 model, back in 2014,
it replaced what was by far and
away the most successful model
the company had ever made, the
G35/G37 series.
Replacing the “G” with a model carrying a different name –a
naming strategy introduced by
one of the car world’s most irritating C.E.O’s, Johan de Nysschen, who is now no longer with
Ininiti– was risky, and it got off
to a rocky start. I know of a lot
of people within the Ininiti network, who still do not like the
new naming strategy -all sedans
and coupes name start with “Q”,
while all SUVs and CUVs start
with “QX”- but have made peace
with it.
The name change also came at
a point when Ininiti was taking
new leaps in terms of technol-

ogy. The Q50 was the world’s
irst production car to feature
a steer-by-wire system, which
means, that the steering wheel
is not mechanically connected to
the front wheels, so your steering

V O LV O

input is sent electronically to the
front wheels. While the system
lacks the feel of a good mechanical steering setup, spend some
time with it, and it grows on you.
The reaction time is actually re-
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ally good – in short, the system
works, and bravo to Ininiti for
leading the way.
Another area where the Q50
was a pioneer, was with their vehicle radars, which study trafic

all around the car, and can even
detect a vehicle braking hard two
vehicles ahead! So, the Q50 is
one of the safest vehicles on the
road, not only because of its impressive crash structure, and six
airbags, but also because it tries
its best to avoid an accident from
happening in the irst place.
So, the Q50 is a technological showcase, but how is the rest
of the car, in particular, the 3.0t
Red Sport 400 AWD model that I
tested! Time to analyze in detail.
Styling: The Q50 is not the
prettiest sedan on the market, but
it is still quite attractive. Especially in the Red Sport trim, it looked
sharp with its dark trimmed rims,
and the twin exit exhaust looks
and sounds good, too. I do wish
that Ininti would delete all the
chrome adoring its cars -especially from the nose- because it does
the design no favours. If I bought
Continued on page 10
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There’s no greater luxury
AND PROTECTION FOR YOUR FAMILY
Trust the Volvo XC90’s IntelliSafe
safety innovations to get you and your family
home safely.
Including:
Run-Off Road Mitigation Pilot Assist II Semi Autonomous Drive Pedestrian & Cyclist Detection Park Assist Pilot Heads-Up Display Driver Alert Control Visit volvoofmississauga.com to learn more
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*The 1.9% lease rate advertised includes 1% Loyalty or Conquest lease rate reduction available on qualifying new 2018 Volvo XC90 T6 mode leased, registered and delivered from an authorized Canadian Volvo retailer (on approved credit) between March 1, 2018
and March 31, 2018. Lease payment example include $2,015 freight and PDI, $29.20 tire stewardship, $100 air conditioning levy, $75 PPSA, $499 administration fee, $350 lease service fee, $1 EHF and $10 OMVIC fee. Other taxes, license, insurance and
registration are extra. Limited time lease offer provided through Volvo Car Canada Limited on approved credit on a new 2018 XC90 T6 Momentum with lease APR 1.9% for 48 months. Payment examples based on 48 month term with payments of $699 and
$5,344.30 due at lease inception. Total lease obligation is $42,468.19. Taxes, license, insurance, registration and applicable fees, levies and duties are extra. 12,000 kilometre allowance; charge of $0.20/$0.20 per km for excess kilometres at the end of the term.
All advertised lease and finance rates are special rates. Incentive offer takes place at the time of delivery. Retailer may sell for less. Retailer order/trade may be necessary. Offers are subject to change or cancellation without notice and cannot be applied to past
transactions. See your participating Volvo retailer or visit volvocars.ca for details.

